POLAND IN THE AUGUSTAN ERA
no dues of any kind to pay, either for their exports or
die dubious luxuries they imported so freely. Their
daily round of hunting, drinking, and dispensing rude
and summary justice was occasionally varied by a journey
to Warsaw, when such opportunities occurred as the
election of a king. Then they came to the capital in
state, expending the income of several years on their
lavish attire, retinue, and entertainment. Every one of
them had a number of lesser gentry dependent upon
him, and the rivalry occasioned by such an event may
well be imagined. Still smaller landowners were the
squires of such duchies as Masovia, each of whom lived
in his litde village surrounded by his downtrodden
peasantry. There were, of course, thousands of nobles
who had no land at all, but attached themselves to some
greater or lesser magnate. But whether landed or land-
less, rich or poor, all the nobles of Poland were equal in
the monopoly they enjoyed of the functions of the State.
The peasant, as we have seen, was tied to the land of
his lord. He owed no rent for it, it is true, but he paid
in a hundred other ways. So many days of work were
exacted from him every month, and as these days were
apportioned by his master, it is not difficult to guess that
the most profitable and convenient working-times were
chosen. For work on his own farm or holding, the
peasant was left only the bad weather and the wrong
seasons; his crops rotted on the ground while he
harvested those of his master. "When he did succeed in
gathering them, a certain part was taken by the noble.
One half of all the game he took went to the great house,
which he also had to supply by his own effort with
firewood, nuts, mushrooms, and many other things. In
return the noble was understood to supply him with
timber to build his hut, stock for his farm, implements
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